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Cheyenne's Cathedral of St. Mary is an enduring symbol for Wyoming Catholics.

Just forty years after the railroad arrived and Cheyenne was established with no promise of ever
being anything more than a temporary camp, construction of today's Cathedral was begun in 1906.
Bishop James J. Keane and Reverend James A. Duffy worked to acquire the ideal site and necessary
funds to begin construction.

According to contemporary accounts, on Sunday July 7, 1907, 5,000 people thronged to the solemn
laying of the cornerstone of the Cathedral by Bishop Richard Scannell of Omaha, Nebraska.

The Cathedral of St. Mary was consecrated on January 31, 1909 by Bishop Maurice F. Burke of St.
Joseph, Missouri, who had been Cheyenne's first bishop (1887-1893), and by Bishop John P. Carroll
of Helena, Montana, who delivered the first sermon.
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The magnificent structure, the Cathedral of St. Mary, stood with noble Gothic lines against the clear
blue Wyoming sky then as it does today -- its tower visible for miles. The Cathedral measuring 135
feet in length and 70 feet at the transept was built entirely of Wyoming grey sandstone.


