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The historic Baltimore Basilica, built from 1806-1821, was the first great metropolitan cathedral
constructed in the United States after the adoption of the Constitution. America’s First Cathedral,
officially known as the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
quickly became a symbol of the country’s newfound religious freedom.Two prominent Americans
guided the Basilica’s design and architecture: John Carroll, the country’s first bishop, later Archbishop
of Baltimore, and cousin of Charles Carroll, a signer of the Declaration of Independence; and
Benjamin Henry Latrobe, father of American architecture, and Thomas Jefferson’s Architect of the
Capitol.


